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Successful Savannah Meeting Brings
Ireland Expert, Researchers Together
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The Georgia Genealogical Societyis yrst-ever meet-
ing in Savannah treated attendees to a beautiful early
spring weekend in one of the nationis most historic cit-
ies. The stately Live Oak Library, pictured above, played
host to the event, and the Savannah Area Genealogi-
cal Society was a co-sponsor. Expert on Irish research
David Rencher, pictured above right, drew a signiycant
crowd, including Sara Orr Jones, above left, who came
all the way from Witchita, Kansas to hear Rencher. Wil-
liam Markey also gave a presentation on the resources
available at the Georgia Historical Society. GGS holds
one meeting each year in a location in Georgia away
from its headquarters in Atlanta.

Be sure to see the Calendar
of Genealogical Events
in Georgia on Page 7

www.gagensociety.org
Former GGS President To Speak

Spring Lectures To Focus
On Using Local Records

Former Georgia Genealogical Society president Sharon Tate
Moody, CG, will present the program at the GGS spring
meeting on Saturday, May 2.

The day-long series of lectures entitled “Where Did They
Go?!!! Inventive Ways to Locate Missing Ancestors” will
be presented at the National Archives-Southeast Region in
Morrow.

Moody will emphasize fiynding ancestors using local re-
cords.” Her topics will include:

Airing the Family Laundry: What You Can Find in
Court Records. Relatives will accuse each of unspeakable
things in order to discredit them legally for proyt. Court re-
cords are ylled with all sorts of accusations and indiscretions
that reveal amazing depth of genealogical materials.

No Ring. No License. Are They Married? Female
ancestors lives changed signiycantly when they said fil do.o
For many generations women legally ceased to exist when
they married. Why did why this happen? What did it mean
for your female ancestors? This lecture will focus on the
laws that governed them, the records they created, and ways
some women got around the system

Child of No One: The Law and Your lllegitimate Ances-
tor. Things that Grandma O’Malley and Aunt Mary only
whispered about may be found in actual records, if you
know where to look, and if you understand what you ynd.
This lecture will give a historical perspective and explain the
records.

If Living Were A Crime: Evidence Your Ancestor Left at
the Scene. Most of our ancestors lived ordinary lives and
did not create any extraordinary records. Often it is hard to
document them. Case studies will demonstrate a strategy of
reconstructing the lives of ordinary ancestors by approach-
ing them as “crime scenes.”

Moody is a retired law enforcement ofycer who brings
unique perspective into ynding evidence and genealogical
proof for ancestor research. She is past president of

Please see Seminar, Page 4
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Mike Brubaker

A recent New Yorker article announced that newspapers
are dead. With the rise in technology, the Internet and
other resources, newspapers are slowly moving toward

the land of the dinosaurs. For those of us who rely on the
newspaper for news, there are alternatives. For those of us
who scan the pages and read the magazines for news of
genealogy and family history there are equally valuable al-
ternatives. Genealogy e-zines (the magazines published on
line), the on-line newsletters and the blogs are all resourc-
es that can provide us with the latest news and resources to
continue our genealogy.

Blogs are personalized diaries; their name after all comes
from the phrase fiweb log.0 Blogs have no deyned formats.
They have the capabilities to contain a wealth of informa-
tion. With e-zines and online newsletters you generally
know what you are getting before you open the web page.
Yet, because of their loose format and simple creation,
blogs can contain anything. And, that is amazing.

I have seen blogs that are devoted to family history, stories
being shared by multiple members of a family all posted
on a single page. These create an interesting image of the
family and the multiple personalities of everyone involved
in the blogging process. | have also seen blogs edited by
one individual, devoted to preserving the memories of

the family, almost like a digital scrapbook. And, there are
blogs, like mine, that are occasional entries, brief essays
on any subject I choose to write. | try to keep my blog
focused on history and genealogy, but occasionally I stray.
If you want to explore the efforts of a true amateur check
out my blog at: www.historybybrubaker.blogspot.com.

Okay, enough shameless self promotion.

The online newsletters and e-zines are equally fascinat-
ing, yet more tightly edited. Their content seems to be
more closely controlled. Although it takes some search
time, many of these online publications are free access.
And they also provide a wealth of information from many
of the experts in the yeld of family history and genealogy.
Dear Myrtle has an interesting blog/online newsletter. The
editors of Everton’s Magazine also publish an interesting
newsletter at www.genealogyblog.com. Eastman’s Online
Newsletter also provides interesting content. There are so
many it is impossible to list them all, but their resources
are exciting.

Unfortunately, newspapers may be dying. Their format

is certainly changing. Yet the good news is that with the
rising technology alternate resources are coming available
to exchange news and ideas. As genealogists and family
historians we simply need to stay current on these ever
changing resources.
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SATURDAY, MAY 2
National Archives ~

Southeast Region
5780 Jonesboro Road, Morrow, Ga.

-0®) Where did

Airing the Family Laundry:
What You Can Find in Court Records

No Ring. No License. Are They Married?

I nventlve Ways $E;IdL§\rv|:gdo\pcijr [llegitimate Ancestor
To Locate
Missing Ancestors

If Living Were A Crime:
Evidence Your Ancestor Left at the Scene

Registration: 9-9:30 a.m. Program: 9:30 a.m.-5 p.m.
$25 Members, $35 Non-Members

REGISTRATIONS MUST BE POSTMARKED BY APRIL 24, 2009
A $5 surcharge will be asessed for late registrations.

Name

Street

City/State/Zip

Email Address

Number members _ Number non-members __  Total enclosed $
Please provide names of all registrants, so nametags can be made.

Make checks payable to Georgia Genealogical Society and mail with completed form to:
Dept. W P. O. Box 550247 Atlanta, GA 30355-2747

Please tell us how you heard about this meeting (check one):
Brochure? Ken Thomas’ column Newspaper article Web site
Other (please explain)

JOIN NOW AND SAVE! INDIVIDUAL MEMBERSHIP: $35, FAMILY MEMBERSHIP: $40

Contact Ronda Sanders at 770-531-9277 (evenings)
or program@gagensociety.org with any questions.







