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Two-Part Program Will Aid 
Researchers In Breaking Through

    Everyone who has ever done any 
genealogy research has hit the inevitable 
“brick wall.” 
    The fall program of the Georgia Genea-
logical Society – “When You Hit a Brick 
Wall ...” – is designed to help researchers 
break through the wall and ýnd new clues 
in their search for information on their 
ancestors.
    Three speakers will address different 
aspects of family history research:
     Susan Sloan – “Genealogical Proof 
Standard-Harnessing the Power of In-
direct Evidence.” What do genealogists 
do when there is no direct evidence to 
conýrm relationships on their family tree? 
This session is designed to give students 
information about how to evaluate and use 
indirect evidence to solve family relation-
ship problems. The ýve-step Genealogical 
Proof Standard process, including classi-
fying and evaluating evidence and writing 
a conclusion will be covered.
    Kenneth H. Thomas, Jr. – “Wild 
Card.” Thomas will discuss the things 
that can happen or be uncovered in your 
genealogical research that you cannot pre-
dict. A special memory. A family Bible. A 
chance meeting someone with your line 
at the Georgia Archives. Standing on the 
grave of a relative and having his daugh-
ters drive up at that moment. A wild card 
could provide the answer but can never 
be predicted, maybe hoped for, but never 
a certainty. The discussion will be around 
those instances that have happened to 
Thomas and a few other friends. Audience 
participation is expected. 
    Karen Minton – Representative 
from GALILEO. Minton will talk about 

Three Pros To Explain
What To Do When 
You Hit A Brick Wall

First 36 Registrants
Receive Consultation
With APG Expert
    The ýrst 36 people to register (and 
pay) for the October meeting will 
have the opportunity to participate in 
the Georgia Genealogical Society’s 
ýrst Ancestors Road Show. Each of 
the 36 registrants will receive a 15-
minute, one-on-one consultation with 
a member of Georgia Chapter of the 
Association of Professional Genealo-
gists. 
    All participants are urged to pin-
point a single issue they need help 
with and to write down details of the 
“who,” “what,” “where” and “when” 
pertinent to their issues. Preparation 
on the part of the 36 participants will 
result in a more productive session 
with the experts. The professionals 
will provide new perspectives on the 
problems and offer guidance toward 
potential solutions.
    The Ancestors Road Show will 
run concurrently with the Brick Wall 
seminars.
     Participating members of APG and 
their specialties are as follows:

¶ Joanne Smalley (Georgia 
research)

¶ Linda Geiger (federal 
government resources, New 
England and Native Ameri-
can research)

¶ Mike Brubaker (newspapers)
¶ Barbara Stock (Georgia 

research)
¶ Joye Quinn (Southeastern, 

Daughters of the American 
Revolution)

¶ Leah Gonzalez (Georgia 
research)

HeritageQuest and Ancestry Library 
Edition (two one-hour sessions). 
Two robust genealogy resources are 
available to Georgia citizens through 
their public libraries: Ancestry Library 
Edition and Heritage Quest Online. 
Ancestry Library Edition is a collec-
tion of databases from Ancestry.com 
made available at no cost to public li-
brary patrons. These resources include 
census images and indexes, immigra-
tion lists, marriage records, military 
records and much more. Minton will 
discuss both these resources and ex-
plore strategies for better searching.
    In addition, the October meeting 
will feature the ýrst Ancestors Road 
Show (see separate story).
    The meeting will be held Saturday, 
Oct. 3 at the National Archives in 
Morrow. Registration will be conduct-
ed from 9-9:30 a.m., with the program 
beginning at 9:30 a.m. and ending at 
4:30 p.m.
    The cost is $25 for members and 
$35 for non-members. Registrations 
must be postmarked no later than 
September 25. A $5 surcharge will be 
assessed for late registrations.  
    Refreshments will be 
available. Lunch will not be served. 
There is a wide selection of restau-
rants located near the Archives, or 
participants may bring their lunches 
and eat in the Archives break room.

Please see related story on Page 7
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    I don’t think I need to remind anyone about the current 
lowly state of the economy. We all know and appreci-
ate that money is tight and times are tough. However, I 
do want to remind you all that the Georgia Genealogical 
Society is a 501(c)3 association, which means we are non-
proýt. That also means that most donations made to the 
GGS are tax deductible.
    I am reminding you of this because the GGS Board is 
developing several new programs to encourage greater 
donations to the Society. A recently created committee, the 
Long Range Planning Committee, has suggested that new 
methods for raising money be explored. The committee 
is chaired by the President of the Board, (in other words, 
me). Suggestions from this committee have included 
developing an annual appeal for donations, encouraging 
memorials to remember ancestors and enhancing member-
ship.
    For me, a memorial is a particularly exciting concept. 
What better way to remember our ancestors than to donate 
money in their names to the state genealogical society? 
The details are not completely worked out, yet. But me-
morials will probably be printed in the quarterly newslet-
ter. I would encourage you, if you are exploring ways to 
remember your ancestors, consider a memorial donation to 
GGS.  
    All of these ideas, and others, are being discussed by 
the Long Range Planning Committee, as well as the entire 
board. If you have any suggestions, ideas or input, we 
would appreciate your comments.  
    This column about money is not intended to suggest the 
GGS is in ýnancial stress. On the contrary, for a number 
of years the board has guided the society with a very 
close eye on the budget process. We have some ýnancial 
resources in reserve. We want to maintain the ýnances in 
the excellent condition for the future.
    In addition, we all want to see our programs and 
publications grow. Publications and programs are the two 
signiýcant products of the Georgia Genealogical Soci-
ety. Our quarterly meetings, the Georgia Genealogical 
Society Quarterly, and the newsletter, The Scribe, all serve 
as excellent resources for information. And, we want to 
continue, and expand, this level of excellence. In an effort 
to continue this expansion, we are looking at methods of 
funding.
    In past years no one has really stepped forward and said, 
“When you donate money, think about the Georgia Genea-
logical Society.”  In coming months, we hope to develop a 
number of methods to encourage more donations to GGS. 
So, as President of the Georgia Genealogical Society, over 
the coming months I will stand with my hat in hand, and 
tin cup extended to suggest that “when you donate money, 

Please see President, Page 7




